BOOK REVIEWS interpretable as the original publications in refereed journals, but each manuscript has its appropriate references (through 1986) at the end.
Most readers are probably already familiar with the veritable compendium of medical information available in The Merck Manual. Newly released is the fifteenth edition of this truly encyclopedic compilation of clinical material. The subject matter in its 24 chapters ranges from pathophysiology organized by system to clinical pharmacology to poisoning. There are hundreds of illustrations and helpful tables as well as section after section explaining special diagnostic procedures. Most important, the contributing authors number over 300 and include individuals with recognized expertise in the individual areas each summarizes. A brief, representative listing includes Emil Frei III on lymphomas, John C. Nemiah on the neuroses, Fred Plum on various neurologic disorders, and Allen Steere on Lyme disease.
This extensive text has been updated with a complete section on AIDS, one on cancer chemotherapeutics, and numerous sections on the newest imaging modalities. I am unfamiliar with many other pocket-sized texts whose subject matter is so extensive, varying from summaries on the most esoteric of disorders and syndromes to wellwritten summaries of basic pathophysiology. Probably because of space constraints, the individual sections do not include references; their inclusion would have been an additional asset. This remarkably complete primary reference text will serve as an indispensable component of any medical student's or resident's portable library, and I recommend it highly.
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